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Important Phone Numbers 

Police 911 or 884-0080 

Billing Questions 583-4944 

Clerk's Office 583-0089 

Waste Management 866-797-9018 

Streets and Water 583-3430 

Councilmen 

Daniel Klumpe 414-0830 

Jackey Apache 491-4594 

Doyle Allison 307-8505 

Amy Brown 376-0366 

Rick Hadley 418-5742 

March 31 2022 

Vol. 27.03 

111 S Main St PO Box 215 

765.583.4944 

www.otterbein.in.gov 

4th Limb Pickup Begins 

7th Town Council Meeting 6:00 PM 

15th Closed — Holiday 

21st Town Council Meeting 6:00 PM 

***Trash Every Friday*** 

Pay your bill online or by text 

Go to: Otterbein.in.gov and click the link  
or 

Invoicecloud.com/OtterbeinIN 

It is recommended that residents have a main shut off valve installed where 

the water line enters the house.  The shut off valve located in the meter pit is de-

signed for Town use only.  Ordinance 2018.0918, Prohibiting Tampering with the 

Otterbein Water Works, & its Facilities, and Equipment.  Plus, it’s helpful to de-

tect a water issue for a resident when having a main shut off valve; if the issue is in 

the house, or between the house and meter. 

2022 Otterbein Rotary Club’s Spring Plant Sale; preorder forms can be picked 

up, and dropped off at Farmer’s & Merchants Bank, Alliance Bank, and Otterbein 

Town Hall, which are due by Sunday, April 10th.  You can order online at otterbein-

rotary.org, or scan to order.  Orders can be picked up at our 

live sale Friday, May 6th from 12:00 pm to 6:00 pm, and Satur-

day, May 7th from 9:00 am to 2:00 pm at the corner of Main, 

and Oxford Street in Otterbein. 

Get familiarized with Ordinance 2022-0120B, Disposal of Large Garbage Items.  

Located on the town’s website, under town forms and notices.  Call ahead for a 

pickup or if questions the town manager at 765-583-3430.  As well, the recycle 

information is in the same location; if one is still uncertain of items acceptable.  

Recycle center is located at 502 E 2nd Street. 

Just to reiterate for limb pickup, we do not accept sticks or yard waste (i.e. shrubs, 

bushes, dead plants).  Those items will be left behind.  Try putting them in your 

trash can.  Sometimes there are circumstances that prohibit us from starting on the 

scheduled Monday, which is the first Monday of each month.  Please know that we 

will start as soon as it is possible, and will continue until all limbs have been picked 

up.  Remember, after first 15 minutes, there will be a charge of $75 per hour.  Ordi-

nance 2019-0702.  

Reminder on Permit for Golf Cart/ORV’s, with the weather warming up, don’t for-

get to get your 2022 Golf Cart/ORV Permit at the Town Hall.  As well, make sure 

your familiarized with the Ordinance 2021-0415, which is located on our website 

under town forms and notices.  One part of the ordinance 76.07 PLACE OF OPERA-

TION: 

Golf carts and/or off-road vehicles may be operated on town streets which have a 

posted speed limit of thirty (30) miles or less. 

Golf carts and/or off-road vehicles may not be operated on sidewalks. 

Golf carts and/or off-road vehicles may not be operated on Oxford Street from 1st to 

U.S. 52 and on Oxford Street from Maddox Road West to U.S. 52. 
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2022 OUMC Summer Camp 

Registration NOW OPEN 

Please contact Amy Rudolph for more information, 

765-583-4441 or preschool-camp@otterbeinumc.org. 

With storm season upon us, please be mindful of the following:  On occasion, the storm warning siren 

may be activated based on existing conditions even in the absence of a sighting and or confirmation of a tornado.  

Also, it is not uncommon for a storm to develop very quickly with very little warning.  If the siren is activated, 

seek shelter immediately and if possible tune a radio or television to a local station for further instructions or up-

dates.  The Town of Otterbein does not own, maintain or activate the weather siren.  DO NOT call Otterbein Town 

Hall for seeking information, employees may also be seeking shelter and in all likelihood, will know nothing more 

than that of the residents.  To report a tornado sighting and or injury, call 911. 

April Events for Otterbein Public Library 

 

Every Tuesday at 10:30 am- Mother Goose on the Loose 

Every Thursday at 10:30 am- Ready, Set, Read: Preschool Storytime 

 

Monday April 4th- Saturday April 9th Book Sale 

Monday April 4th at 6:00 pm- After Hours Book Club: Whisper Network by Chandler Baker 

Tuesday April 12th at 6:00 pm- Board Meeting: Public Welcome 

Thursday April 14th at 6:00 pm- Red Tent Event with guest speaker Paula Copenhaver 

CLOSED Friday April 15th & Saturday April 16th for Easter 

Monday April 25th 3:00 pm-5:00 pm- Lego Club: Leprechaun Traps 

Thursday April 28th at 6:00 pm- Pinterest Night 

Saturday April 30th at 3:00 pm- Fancy Nancy Tea Party 

Masonic Lodge’s Annual Chicken Dinner 

25 E Oxford Street 

Saturday, April 9, 2022 

5:00 pm to 7:00 pm 

 
MINUTES OF THE TOWN COUNCIL MEETING 

TUESDAY MARCH 15, 2022 
 

The Council of the Town of Otterbein, Indiana met in regular session on Tuesday, March 15, 2022.  
The meeting was held at Otterbein Town Hall, 111 South Main Street, Otterbein, Indiana 47970.  President Amy Brown 
called the meeting to order at 6:03pm.  Council members present included Amy Brown, Jackie Apache, Daniel Klumpe, and 
Rick Hadley.  Councilman Doyle Allison was absent.  Ron Shoup (Administrator), Lukas Darling (Deputy Administrator), 
and David Buck, PE (Engineer) were present. 

President Brown asked if there were any public comments.  No public comments were made. 

President Brown opened a hearing on utility disconnects for non-payment.  No one was present to discuss their situa-
tion.  Councilman Apache made the motion to approve those listed to be disconnected. Councilman Klumpe seconded the 
motion.  The motion passed four in favor, zero against. 

The February 2022 Minutes were presented by President Brown.  Councilman Klumpe made the motion to approve, 
seconded by Councilman Apache.  The minutes were passed four in favor, zero against. 
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President Brown read the claims from March 4, 2022.  The March 4 claims totaled $182,520.63.  Councilman Apache 
made a motion to approve the claims as presented, seconded by Councilman Hadley.  The motion passed four in favor, zero 
against.  President Brown read the claims from March 11, 2022.  The March 11 claims totaled $65,230.82.      Councilman 
Klumpe made a motion to approve the claims as presented, seconded by Councilman Apache.  The motion passed four in fa-
vor, zero against. 

President Brown presented the contract from O.W. Krohn & Associates, LLP for accounting and financial consulting 
services (annual Redevelopment Commission report).  Councilman Hadley made the motion to accept the contract, not to ex-
ceed $2,500, seconded by Councilman Klumpe.  The motion passed four in favor, zero against. 

President Brown presented the ‘Agreement for Grant Administration and Labor Standard Services’ with Priority Pro-
ject Resources, Inc. for the Water Utility Improvement Project.  Councilman Hadley moved to accept the contract, seconded 
by President Brown.  The motion passed four in favor, zero against. 

Ron Shoup presented the Administrator’s Report.  The Fourth Street guardrail is expected to be repaired the week of 
March 21st, with assistance from the Benton County Highway Department.  Preliminary plans for the flagpole at the garage 
were discussed.  Shoup presented a quote from Complete Sweep, our regular street sweeping contractor, for $4,900.  Council-
man Klumpe inquired if there were any other local companies, Shoup replied that he has found no other local companies.  
Councilman Klumpe made a motion to spend $4,900 on street sweeping, conditional on checking with the Clerk-Treasurer to 
verify the town has budget for this.  Councilman Apache seconded.  The motion passed four in favor, zero against.  This week 
was Severe Weather Preparedness Week; Shoup informed Council that the tornado siren near Laird Street did not go off; Ben-
ton County Emergency Management has been made aware.  Mike Brody and James Crain are at an Alliance of Indiana Rural 
Water training this week.  A new RAZ pump will be installed at the wastewater plant this week, EMI will wire the pump.  
Shoup also reported that several pieces of equipment at the park were repaired and that they are getting ready to open for the 
season.  Shoup presented a proposal to install American flags along Main and Oxford Streets, estimated to cost $527.56.  
Councilman Klumpe showed concern about the quality of the materials from Menards, as well as the height of the flags above 
the street.  Councilman Hadley made a motion to purchase the flags not to exceed $527.56, conditional on available budget, 
seconded by President Brown.  The motion was passed three in favor, one against. 

Lukas Darling presented the Deputy Administrator’s Report.  The administration is still working on updating the Zon-
ing and Subdivision Control Ordinance and updating the nuisance abatement ordinance (specifically how the town will give 
notice to violators).  The administration is looking into the requirements for a Board of Parks to access restricted IDNR fund-
ing for park improvements. Hazards and mitigation proposals for the Tippecanoe County Multi Hazardous Mitigation Plan are 
due on March 21st.  The next K-IRPC executive meeting is on March 31st (Otterbein has a seat on the Executive Board).  Dar-
ling also presented an update on two bills that did not pass the Indiana General Assembly:  Senate Bill 73 (annexation powers) 
and House Bill 1002 (Business Personal Property Tax).  The Indiana General Assembly has ended their 2022 legislative ses-
sion. 

David Buck, PE presented the BF&S Engineering contract for water project contract recently approved and for which 
the town was recently awarded OCRA grant in the amount of $700,000 and the town’s local match is $720,000.  Engineering 
will be paid from the local funds for this project.  This project will update components of the water tower, water plant, and 
upgrade the water main on First Street, starting at Hancock Street.  Councilman Klumpe moved to accept the contract, second-
ed by Councilman Hadley.  The motion passed four in favor, zero against. 

 David Buck also presented the first phase of a stormwater planning project, estimated to be completed in 120 days, to 
conduct flow monitoring in the stormwater system.  The first phase will cost $31,600. Councilman Klumpe moved to accept 
the contract, seconded by President Brown.  The motion passed four in favor, zero against. 

Councilman Klumpe moved to adjourn at 6:45pm, the motion was seconded by Councilman Apache.  The motion 
passed four in favor, zero against. 

 

Minutes submitted by Lukas Darling, MPA 

Otterbein –from the Originating Years-"Otterbein Expands and Advances into the Early 20th Century"- John Edgerly 

When this panoramic photo was snapped from the new, 1906 water tower to display the layout of downtown Otter-

bein and its rail links, several major changes for increased commercial, educational, and spiritual fulfillment were already 

in the works. 

One feature that remained was the original William Otterbein Brown home "Coach House" (currently the 412 South 

Main Street).  Constructed in 1849, (like a barn) by minister Adam Shambaugh, the home of postmaster and stock raiser/

dealer Otterbein Brown--the railroads took his name and attached it to the community, although many still referred to this 

sprouting town as "Brown's Station"-- ceased to be a rest stop when stagecoaches terminated and travelers arrived on 

trains; the house, though continued to function (following Brown's 1879 passing) as a domicile for George and Lucinda 
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McKinnis (celebrating their 50th Wedding Anniversary here in October 1889).  Despite a short while of being uninhabited, 

this key location was purchased in 1900 by Isaac Elmer Switzer (a family name that would contribute much to the develop-

ment of Otterbein). 

By now incorporated (1897-1899) as a community with a council, electrified in 1911-1913 by means of Otterbein’s 

Power and Light Company, and connected by local telephone service, Otterbein's much- less-marshy site by the turn of the 
20th century illustrated two decades' effect of concentrated drainage and ditching, alongside both livestock and crop 

(corn, oats, beans, and hay) expansion.  Another beginning of 1899 brought a common feature (now) to the town of Otter-
bein: its first Street Festival was held (famed pacer "Dan Patch" of nearby Oxford raced at a 1900 Boswell fair). 

Financial backing to coincide with Otterbein's commercial outpourings led to two institutions' emergence.  The Otter-
bein State Bank started in 1889, up near the junction of South Main and West Oxford Streets and within the 1903-built 

Smith Block (where now stands Shoemakers’ Funeral Home and the Cool Finds store).  One noted cashier with the latter, 

OSB Financial Institution:  Henry Bolt (yet another family to lend honor to Otterbein's growth), faithfully served almost 30 

years with this bank-before the 1930s Great Depression catastrophe--which also claimed in the mid-1930s the Farmers and 

Merchants Bank (constructed in 1903 at 112 South Main Street, where is now the Nite Owl restaurant/tavern). 

Right after the Great War/now:  World War I, broke out in Europe (1914-1918), Claude V. Rowe and his wife Lucille in 

1920 formed Rowe Trucking Enterprises (RTE) at the West 1st Street, ex-jail site. 

Mechanization (in 1919, 94% of Benton County’s farms used vehicles) and garages here in town became commonplace 

( 1900-1913), as early "horseless carriages" gave way to Model-Ts (employed for mail delivery by 1917).  The post office itself 

moved from the "Brown House" to downtown (2nd and Main Street), later shifted (1895) by postmaster Lawrence Bums to a 

brick place at 1st and South Main Street (later, Thompson's Drug Store; Burns would gradually move to Ward's Drugs at Main 

Street’s wide north end). 

 

  Following

 

Early attempts to put together some type of schooling facilities were scattered, one-room schoolhouses in the country-

side-at Pond Grove and Templeton's Pleasant Grove School (plotted by William Templeton in 1873, Templeton-despite 
the convergence of the "Big Four" and the "Nickel Plate" rail lines-never really grew enough to rival either nearby Oxford 

or Bolivar Township-sharing Otterbein).  Within Otterbein itself, the "Coach Stage House" upstairs school and another over 
Henry Moore's former business were dawning attempts to organize education.  The 1890s saw local school formalizing:  a 
brick, kindergarten through high school ("K-12") was shifted--from what later became the Methodist Church's parsonage 
home (at 1st North Brown Street.)-over to the West Oxford Street. "school site" by 1907 (a larger and better facility was 
built in 1913).  State-commissioned in 1907, Otterbein High School held its first graduation exercises in May ('07).  In Decem-

ber, of 1923 Otterbein H. S. initiated a school-wide newspaper:  the "Broadcaster" (including many local ads).  The town itself 
found a need for local news coverage; the "Otterbein Sun" newspaper (active by 1897) and the "Otterbein Press" (1923), func-

tioned in a similar vein to Oxford's "Gazette," the Fowler "Review" (eventually, the "Benton Review''), and Boswell's 
"Enterprise."  Connected to this drive for being informed came a desire to nurture a community reading locality.  The earlier 
1890s reading room off West Oxford Street gave way to a concerted movement by 1919 to accumulate financial support for 
a formal public library here in Otterbein.  Such a selected site formerly held the Allen Robinette blacksmith shop and home 

at the NE corner, 1st Main Street, where now stands the Otterbein Public Library); a small, wooden building was 
purchased and moved onto the acquired property in the 1920s, prior to the 1934, Public Works Administration PWA)-

funded, brick library's completion. 

As for religious beginnings, the former Bleeker Chapel north of town was organized in 1860 and gradually shifted into 

Otterbein/Brown's Station by the mid-1880s; in 1886, the Otterbein Methodist Church went up at the Southeast corner of East 

Oxford and North Brown Street.  The St. Charles Catholic Church's spire went up in 1904 at the southwest corner of Timmons 
and Meadow Street.  The Evangelical United Brethren (E. U. B.) Church additionally began, a little later (1917) at the South-

east ju nction of West Oxford and North Church Street (across from Otterbein's Elementary School), now part of the Rowe 

Trucking complex. 

With more mechanized transportation and equipment, oats were one crop in decline (with lesser town and farm usage of 

horses).  More demand for construction lumber led to a Lebanon merchant's buying the former, Henry Poor-owned wood 

firm down next to the railroad tracks--converting it by the 1920s into what became the Metzger Lumber Yard. 


